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MlI:,sgrave facilitates farmer meeting
CongresswomanMarilynMusgrave Colorado's EasterPlainsto field ques- timelymanner,andthatalthoughguide-

and local farmers recently met in Li- tions from farmers and insurance lines appear to be clearduring periods
mon July 7 to express concerns over' agents,"Musgravesaid."Iwaspleased of too much moisture, inconsistent in-
vague prevent plant"insuranceprovi- with the definite answers RMA pro- terpretationsof guidelinesare toocom-
sionswrittenby theRisk Management vided.The meetingwas very helpful." mon during times of drought. .

Agency (RMA). InanApril15letter,Musgraveurged As a result of Musgrave's action,
The meetirlgtook place in response RMA AdministratorRossDavidsonto the Director of Product Develop-

to Musgrave's request that RMA address concerns Colorado farmers ment for RMA, Tim Hoffman, trav-
clarify,in a timelyfaswon, compensa- expressed to her about prevent plant eled from Kansas City, Mo. to meet
tion provisions for farmers suffering insurancecompensationguidelines. with area farmers and discuss their
frQmseveredrought ((oQditions. Specifically, Musgrave stated that concerns over unclear prevent plant

"RMA was very responsive, and 1 farmers had not received information guidelines.
appreciate them coming out to on prevent planting standards in a "RMA mustcreatea universal setof

J J I . {" I - guidelines, addressing both excessivep D YOK-e. 7//0163 moistureanddroughtscenarios,which
provide a clear standard all insurance
companies and loss adjusters can inter-
pret consistently," Musgrave said.
"Without such a standard, farmers in
my district will continue to lose money
and be subject to conflicting answers
from the government and industry rep-
resentatives." . .
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Musgrave facilitates key meeting for farmers
Risk Management Agency official travels to Limon to hear local concerns

Congresswoman Marilyn
Musgrave (CO-O4) and local
farmers met in Limon, Col-
orado, to express concerns over
vague prevent plant insurance
provisions written by the Risk
Management Agency (RMA).
The meeting took place in re-
sponse to Musgrave's request
that RMA clarify, in a timely
fashion, compensation provi-
sions for farmers suffering from
severe drought conditions.

"RMA was, very responsive
and I appreciate them coming
out to Colorado's Eastern Plains
to field questions from farmers
and insurance agents," said
Musgrave., ;'1wjl~.pleased with
the definite answers RMA pro-
vided. The",meeting was very
helpful." '

In an April 15, 2003, letter,
Musgrave urged RMAAdminis"
,trator Ross Davidson to address
concernsColoradofarmers ex-
pressed to her about prevent
plant insurance compensation
guidelines. Specifically, Mus-

grave stated that farmers had not
received information on prevent
planting standards in a timely
manner and that, although
guidelines appear to be clear
during periods of too much
moisture, inconsistent interpre-
tations of guidelines are too
common during times of
drought.

As a result of Musgrave's ac-
tion, the Director of Product De-
velopment for RMA, Tim Hoff-
man, traveled from Kansas City
to meet with area farmers and
discuss their concerns over un-
clear prevent plant guidelines,

"RMA must create a universal
set of guidelines, addressing
both excessi ve moisture and
drought scenafios,' which pro-
vide a clear standard all insur-
ance companies and loss ad-
justers can interpret consistent-
ly," Musgrave stated. "Without
such a standard, farmers in my
district will continue to lose

money and be subject to con-
flicting answers from the gov-

"ernment and industry represen-
tatives." I

Marilyn Musgrave was elected
to the United States Hause of
Representatives in January
2003, and she represents Col-
orado's Fourth Congressional
District. Musgrave is a member
of the House Committees 011
Agriculture, Education WId the
Workforce, and Small Business.
To learn more abou,tRep. Mus-
grave please visit her official
website at
h ttp://www. house .gov/mus-
grave.
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If our democracy is to flourish,
it must have critisim; if our gov-
ernment is to function, it must
have dissent.

-Henry Steele Commager
...................................................................

To the family-that dear octo-
pus from whose tentacles we
never quite escape, nor, in our
inmost hearts, ever quite wish
to.

-Dodie Smith


